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Nonpornt Pomters

i’_“IOpportumtles for ?f‘_
Public Involvement in_
Nonpornt Source Control

“Over the last 25 3 years, communttles have played an nnportant role in-
: addressmg nonpoint. source (NPS)pollutlon, the’ Natron sleading source of
" water-quality problems “When coordmated with federal, state,and local
h envrronmental programs and 1n1t1at1ves, commuruty-based NPS control -

tlon contact the conrmunlty-based orgamzatrons and envirorimental agen--

can part1c1patey1n the jollowmg NPS control act1v1t1es ,e.;,» - = -

- ~ =~ . B
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Volunteer Monltorlng T L T T e

” e i

©" Local ¢ groups organize volunteers of all sk1ll levels to gather water

- quahty data. This information can heIp government agenc1es understand

o ~the magmtude of NPS pollutron More than 500 active volunteer .-

T e momtonng groups currently operate throughout the United States -
o ‘ o e S Morutonng groups may also’ have

S Lo ‘ “information-about other NPS .

When coordmated with federal C pollilhon projects, such as beach
"v - state, and local envzronmental

- cleanups, stream walks and
programs aid initiatives, N

- ‘restoration acnv1t1es - ‘- -
communzty-based NES conitrol ™~ dEcoIoglcal Restoratl on
eﬁ‘orts can be hzghly successful T

y opportumues for the public to help

. such as tree plantmg and bank stab;hzatlon in both urban and rural areas.
Restoration efforts focus ot degraded Waters or habltal:s that have s1gmf1—
cant economlc or ecologrcal value
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Educatlonal Actlwtles e e T e s e 'NPS p"ollutio'n‘;occu‘rsVWhen e

“water runs over Jand or through 1

o Rl s

- "Teacher§can mtegrate NPS pollutlon curncula mto thelr classroom A
act1v1t1es The U S Env1ronmental Protectron Agency (EPA), federal and -

_state agenc1es, pnvate groups, and nonproflt orgamzauons offer teachers :
- wide'variety of maferials. Students can start on an-NPS. control pro;ect in the .
pnmary grades and pursue thetr work through 1ntermed1ate and secondary*

levels

- _efforts can be highly sirccessful. To learn about and help control NPS pollu— f

T Ecolog1ca1 restoratton prov1des L

‘7— LEL T T ot with a wide variety of_pro]ects, -

serles

j on nonpornt

g =5
ll source NPS ollutlon
cles in. your area. These’ groups often have mformanon about how c1t1zens e ( ) P

Y

" the ground, pleS up pollutants
and-deposits them in surface™ -

“ waters or mtroduces them lnto
ground water - '




RELATED PUBLICATIONS

Nonpoint Pointers series:
(EPA-841-F-96-004)

shed, Terrene Institute,
- Washington, DC, 1993

« Cleaner Water Through
Conservation (EPA-841-B-
95-002)

» Compendium of Educational
Materials on the Water
Environment, Alliance for
Environmental Ed., Inc.,
Marshall, VA, 1992

« EPA Journal, Vol. 17, No. 5,
Nov/Dec 1991, (EPA-22k-
1005)

.. Envnronmental Resource
Guide, Nonpoint Source
Pollution Prevention, Air &
Waste Management Assoc.,
Pittsburgh, PA

nstitute, Washington, DC,
~1991

» National Directory of Volun-
teer Environmental Monitor-

94-001) |
» The Quality of Our Nation's
= Water: 1994 (EPA-841-S-
95-004)

» Xeriscape Landscapmg
(EPA-840-B-93-001)

documents, call or fax the
National Center for Environmen-
tal Publications and information.
Tel (513) 489-8190

Fax (513) 489-8695

« Additional fact sheets inthe

« Clean Water in Your Water- .

-

. Zﬁa:na'le'"With Care, Terrene ‘, '

ing Programs (EPA-841-B-

To order any of the above EPA

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Agency
Nonpoint Source Control Branch
Washington DC 20460

internet Address: ‘
hitp:/fwww.epa.gov/owow/nps/
index.html o

U.S. Environmental Protection

Water Conservatmn

Using technologies that limit water use in the bathroom, kltchen, laundry
room, lawn, driveway, and garden can reduce the demand on existing water
supplies and limit the amount of water runoff. More than 40 states now
have some type of water conservation program to help citizenis and busi-
nesses implement conservation practices. Government agencies, utilities,
and hardware stores have information about producls that help households
conserve water. :

'Household Management B

Learning to limit NPS pollution at the household level can reduce the

overall impact of NPS pollution on water quality. Households, for example, .

can irrigate during coolér hours of the day, limit fertilizer applications to-
lawns and gardens, and properly store chemicals to reduce runoff and keep
it clean. Chemicals and oil should not be poured into sewers. Pet wastes, a

significant source of nutrient contamination; should be disposed of properly
" Households can also replace i 1mperv1ous surf.aces w1th more porous materi-

als. ‘ I ) e

Public Meetmgs and Hearmgs

Decisions made during public hearings on stormwater permlttmg and -
town planning can determine a community’s capability to manage NPS
pollution over the long term. Laws or regulations may require federal, state, -
or local agencies to hold public hearings when permits are issued or when

town plans are formed. Notices about hearlngs often appear in the newspa— E

per or in government office bulldmgs

Communlty Orgamzatlons
Many communities have formed groups to protect local natural re-

sources. These commuruty—based groups provide citizens with information

about upcoming environmental events in their watershed, such as ecologi-

cal restoration, volunteer monitoring, and public meetings. Watershed-level :

associations are particularly « effectlve at addressmg a wide range of NPS
pollution problems.

-

' ’Enwronmental lnformatlon on the Internet

Citizens can obtain great deal of environmental data and. educatlonal

' material through a computer linked to the World Wide Web: EPA’s site

(http:/ / www.epa.gov) on the Web provides up-to-date information on .
Agency activities and enables citizens to flnd out about air and water
quality data in specific communities. ,

EPA supports NPSINFO, a forum for dlscussmn of NPS issues, mcIudmg
NPS education. Citizens with access to e-mail can subscribe to NPSINFO :
free-of—charge by sendlng an e-maJl message to:

- llstserver@umxmall rtpnc epa gov -

“and include in the body of the message:

 subscribe NPSINFO (your first name) (your last name)

Other federal state, tribal, and local agenaes, as well as busmesses and
nonprofit groups, also prov1de enwronmental mformatmn onthe World
Wide Web. .




